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Lewis B. Whitney was twelve years of age when his parents removed to Winneshiek county and received his 

education in the public schools of the neighborhood and in the Owatonna (Minnesota) high school, from which 

he was graduated with the class of 1874. Reared amid agricultural environments he decided to take up farming 

and engaged in that occupation here and in North Dakota until 1883, in which year he became a partner of A. 

J. Cratsenberg in the mercantile business at Burr Oak, this county, being thus engaged until 1893, when he was 

elected to the important position of county treasurer and served as such with great credit to himself and to the 

satisfaction of his constituents for four years. In 1897 Mr. Whitney and several other gentlemen organized the 

National Bank of Decorah with a capital of fifty thousand dollars, Mr. Whitney becoming president, O. C. 

Johnson, vice president, and H. C. Hjerleid, cashier. Mr. Whitney has served as executive officer of the 

organization ever since and its prosperous condition is largely due to his efforts. 

On December 17, 1882, Mr. Whitney was united in marriage to Miss Ella L. Cratsenberg, a daughter of A. 

J. and Julia M. (Phelps) Cratsenberg, natives of New York. The father upon coming to Winneshiek county 

located in Burr Oak where he successfully engaged in the mercantile business until his retirement in 1904. The 

mother died in 1900. The father upon giving up active business moved to Decorah and made his home with our 

subject until his demise in 1909. He was a veteran of the Civil war and served with distinction with a New York 

company. A man of keen foresight and ability, Mr. Whitney has become one of the substantial men of the 

community and besides his important banking interests is a stockholder, director and the treasurer of the 

Decorah Gas Company and a director of the Winneshiek Hotel Company. Taking a deep interest in political 

matters, he has served on the republican state central committee and for the past four years has been secretary 

of that organization. He owns a beautiful home at No. 300 Grove street where he and his wife extend warm-

hearted hospitality to their many friends. Fraternally he is connected with a number of orders, being a thirty-

second degree Mason, a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Benevolent Protective Order of 

Elks and the Knights of Pythias. It is to such enterprising and aggressive men as Mr. Whitney that the rapid 

development of Winneshiek county and Decorah is due, and while his individual success is important, his real 

value in the upbuilding of this section is of more paramount interest and worthy of greater commendation. 

 
 

FRANK M. HUGHES. 

 

Frank M. Hughes has made an enviable record as city clerk of Decorah, in which position he has 

served with ability and efficiency since 1901. A native son of the city, he was born August 30, 1859, his 

parents being David Henry and Ada (Mattison) Hughes, natives of New York, the former having come 

to Decorah, Iowa, in 1857. He was a distinguished man in his days and before the Civil war served as 

judge, but upon the outbreak of the conflict enlisted and became colonel of the Thirty-eighth Iowa 

Infantry, serving as such for about 
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